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puebla - Mexico

T

his past academic year has truly been a time of great opportunity. My experiences while visiting Puebla,
Mexico as well as my experiences studying abroad in London have truly changed my entire life
perspective. As someone studying anthropology, it was crucial to be on the other side of the
immigration debate, seeing and hearing the voices of the individuals who may be affected by other countries
immigration policies. My experiences abroad in London and Puebla were only the beginning of my travels, as this
summer I have the amazing opportunity to excavate Pre-Hispanic funerary sites in the highlands of Peru as part of
my first archeological dig. In addition, I was also recently hired to work as a camp counselor in Istanbul, Turkey.
These opportunities and lifelong dreams accentuate my experiences in Mexico into my postgraduate work. These
travels have left me with the ambition to continue learning and more importantly given me the interest to continue
my education in graduate school. I have grown even more than I ever thought possible visiting and understanding the
life of these cultures, which can sometimes be quite similar to my own, but at the same time completely different. I
am not only grateful for these prospects, but I am also excited to discover how much more I can grow – not only
scholarly, but personally as well.
~ By Adrian Nolasco (FCRH’13)
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Puebla - Mexico

F

or me, the experience of Puebla was a conflict in thinking and feeling. At the time I felt like I had a
higher academic duty, a scholastic responsibility to take in every site as an art historian and
anthropologist, but the reality was that I was emotionally overloaded by everything that I saw and
experienced. I didn’t approach the Great Pyramid of Cholula with a unbiased eye, looking for
something that would help me write my thesis, but with an almost indescribable awe that I was standing before it,
that I could run my hands along the cool tunnel walls that run under it, that I could experience something that I
could never even imagine in the classroom. Walking around and in ruins that I had only seen in textbooks I didn’t
keep the calm adult head that I thought I would, but was giddy with excitement, blurting out facts and information
that I had read and yet never really understood until I saw the carving and painting for myself. Concepts that I
thought I comprehended were thrown into a new light and someone smacked me over the head as if to say, “duh”.

View from the Pyramid of the Sun, Teotihuacan, Mexico

1 Corinthians 13:11 says, “When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child:
but when I became a man, I put away childish things.” For some reason, that quote resonates with me when I think
back on our trip. Seeing the fantastic art and architecture of Puebla was like waking up for me, looking at the world
with the excitement and joy of a child. It also struck me, in a way that I hadn’t understood until I climbed the
Pyramid of the Sun and took in the sheer inexpressible breadth of life and history, that my understanding of things I
dedicated my life to studying was childish. Not in an obvious or describable way, but in the way that “I know”
something now that I can’t put to words, can’t cite or point to. And that “I know” will affect the way I look at the
world and understand the history around me forever. The trip to Puebla helped me put always my childish things and
childish understanding and helped me gain something else, something silent and meaningful that I will carry with me
in my studies and life.
~ By Dewis Shallcross (GSAS’13)
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puebla - Mexico

Puebla de los Angeles, as the city is formally called, lives up to its title. It offers a breathtaking view of the
landscape, nestled as it is at the foot of the snow-capped volcanoes of the Popocatépetl and Iztaccíhuatl. The city of
Puebla, founded in the 16th century and the neighboring Cholula, which has had a continuous occupation since preHispanic times, display a monumental array of pyramids, colonial temples and vibrant modern social life.
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Puebla - Mexico
So Far…
During Spring Break (March 10th -15th), a group of eleven Fordham students visited Puebla, Mexico, in a LALSIsponsored study tour. The group was met at the Mexico City airport by Alberto Fischer, a representative of
Puebla's Iberoamericana University. Alberto’s presence was a first indication of the warm welcome extended at
every step of the trip by administrators and faculty at the Iberoamericana, a sister Jesuit institution.
During their stay in Mexico the students attended lectures by prominent Mexican academics such as anthropologist
María Eugenia Sánchez. The tour provided an opportunity to approach important moments of the Mexican past
and to have a direct contact with Mexican socioeconomic reality. It included visits to wonderful historical sites like
the famous pyramid of Cholula and some of the first monasteries built by Franciscan friars shortly after the
Spanish conquest of Mexico. The trip concluded with a visit to the Bachillerato Emiliano Zapata, a school near
Puebla.
The visit to the school was an opportunity to discuss the context of Mexican migrations to the United States and to
have a dialogue with members of a community that has many members who have migrated to Long Island.

Success!
The Spring Break study abroad courses have a recent tradition in LALSI’s pedagogical endeavor. The first trip,
carried out by Drs. Arnaldo Cruz-Malavé and Luz Lenis, to Bogotá, Colombia (in collaboration with the Jesuit
University Javeriana), marked this initial successful enterprise that allows students to mix class-room knowledge
with hands-on experience of the different Latin American cultures and peoples.

A New Mission…
Join us for our next Spring Break study abroad course in 2014 to Cuba, from March 15th - 23rd, organized by Dr.
Barbara Mundy. It will allow students to visit Havana and attend lectures from leading Cuban academics as well as
work closely with the renowned Casa de las Americas. There is limited space so make sure to register early by
contacting Prof. Mundy (mundy@fordham.edu) or the director directly (benavides@fordham.edu).
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Puebla - Mexico

The trip also allowed excursions to nearby places like Teotihuacan and Mexico City. The impressive Avenue of
the Dead (pictured above) of the ancient Mesoamerican capital of Teotihuacan allowed students to experience the
wealth of pre-Hispanic culture. Meanwhile the trip to Mexico City, including the world-famous Museo de
Antropologia and the Paseo de la Reforma, and its famous Diana monument (both pictured above) also enriched the
students’ understanding of one of the richest and most vibrant cosmopolitan global cities.
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Transitions of a Nuyorican Cinderella

“Transitions of A Nuyorican Cinderella”
by Maria Aponte (GSAS’14)

I

have been involved in the theatre and community
related arts programming for as long as I can
remember. Growing up in El Barrio, New York City in the late 1960’s, I was always involved in what were
called Youth Core programs funded by the War on Poverty programs from President Johnson’s
administration. Growing up, my major influence would be the Nuyorican Poets Café. At the Nuyorican, I would
discover the poetry scene of the times not knowing that I was going to become of a part of what is considered today
Nuyorican Poetry history. For me, hanging out with folks like Pedro Pietri, Jose Angel Figueroa, and my mentor
Sandra Maria Esteves was part of a bigger familia. In those days, the poetry circle was not that large. Here I would
learn about my Nuyorican identity and feel comfortable talking in Spanglish. My time was fully immersed in the
world of Nuyorican poetry and theatre. I was always involved in theatre projects, street theatre, community
performances.
After working for a number of years, I decided to pursue my undergraduate degree. I was called a “returning
adult student” a term that was popular to describe adult students in the 1990’s. We were the students who worked
full time and went to school at night and on weekends. I graduated from Marymount Manhattan College, but it would
not be until ten years later that I would pursue my Masters at Fordham University. My experience in completing my
Masters in the Latin American and Latino Studies program has been a positive and fruitful experience. The Latin
American and Latino Studies Institute (LALSI) has had a major impact on my perception of Latinos and how we are
perceived, identified, understood, accepted or not accepted by others.
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Transitions of a Nuyorican Cinderella
My knowledge about colonization, marginalization of
different cultures has enabled me to learn and respect the
history and cultural struggles of all Latinos. I am grateful to
LALSI for not only opening my eyes to new theories, histories
and literature, but also for allowing me to be what I am – an
artist. As of this writing I will be completing my Masters in
Spring of 2014, and will presenting a one-act play based on
Afro-Latinos. So my journey continues and as we say in the
theatre, “this show has legs”.
~ By Maria Aponte (GSAS’14)

A Question
A man asked me the other day, “What are you?” I said,
“I beg your pardon?” Seeing that he placed himself in an
awkward position he rephrased the question, “What is
your nationality?” “I’m Puerto Rican.” He looked
surprised. “But you don’t look Puerto Rican, you look
Black!”
Boricua, Boriqueña, Puerto Rican.
Palm trees, soft blue skies, water blue and deep. I am a
mixture of spices grown in warm, rich climates.
I am the smell of tropical flowers that grow in lush green
hills.
I am Indian.
I am African.
I am Spaniard.
Boriquen a green island of sweet vegetation
sugar cane
rain forest
mountain roads
unwinding into essence.
Mambo
Boleros
Décimas
I am a good plate of
Mofongo
Pernil.
I am a good drink of
Coquito
Cuba Libre!

Maria Aponte

For more information on Maria Aponte, please visit
her website www.mariaaponte.com

I am pottery, poetry, and the art of my people, wrapped
inside a capsule transported through space. I can go
backwards in time to our Taino roots, to the paradise
before Columbus. Or, I can forward to a century of
cement, brick, glass, confused society, work that pays less
than your rent, subway trains that don’t work, rush
hours, holidays, where everything’s “buy, buy,” American
Style.
Yes, I am all these things.
What are you?
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Course Offerings
Applied Human Rights Work: is Humanity Changing?
LALS, 1.00 Credit, 1 Week Course, January 27th - January 31st 2014, Prof. Arancha (Araceli)
García del Soto
Most people working on international affairs, and other disciplines internationally
oriented, might confront cases of human rights violations. Some international workers try
to prevent those directly, or to deal with these impacts, and others need to document, at
least partially, those violations as they relate to their core mission (e.g. implement health
programs for teenagers in a conflict area, or address displacement of indigenous peoples
by corporations). How can we understand the relations between different international
programs and human rights work? What are the similarities, differences and
intersections? What abilities and methods are required for all international workers
confronting human rights violations? What are some of the most recent successes in
international law and domestic regulations? In this seminar, we will present diverse
examples in several countries that intersect with human rights violations. We will describe
the professional roles of different team members (lawyers, psychologists, social workers,
doctors, community actors, etc.) and the tools and protocols needed in order to
successfully register their experiences (in context of warfare, environmental damage, and
even in natural disasters). We will listen to the testimonies of survivors and human rights
workers, and will present specific cases emphasizing the security needs and the risks
involved in those.

Summer in New York/Un Verano en Nueva York

Professor Arancha (Araceli) García del Soto

LALS, 1.00 Credit, 1 Week Course, April 7th - April 11th 2014 (Monday-Friday), Dr. Marcela Ibarra Mateos (Universidad Iberoamericana – Puebla,
Mexico)
The course will explore a migrant New York City normally not visible to most of the native inhabitants of the city. In this manner, the
course will allow students to meet and understand the different struggles and lived-in reality of migrants, particularly Mexican ones, as they
strive to make a dignified living for themselves and their families. The course will look to assess and discuss the physical, cultural and
emotional border culture that migration has created between Mexico and the United States but also between many of the Central and South
American nations. To this degree it will also explore the newly invigorated Latino culture in the United States, one that figures more and
more prominently in the future of the United States and the continent. Finally, through daily lectures and site visits to migrant organizations
and communities students will explore the myriad of manners in which
politics of identity and culture have taken shape and have shaped our
city.

Art and Architecture of Havana, Cuba
ARHI 2258, 1.00 Credit, March 15th - March 23nd 2014 (Spring Break
Week), Prof. Barbara Mundy

“The Malecón” in Havana, Cuba

Havana, long a global crossroads, is renowned for its architecture and
for being a center for Avant Garde artists since the 1940s. Because of a
US Treasury embargo, it has been a difficult place for US citizens to
visit. Fordham, working with the Casa de las Americas, will offer a
week-long study tour. The city of Havana will be our classroom, as we
look at the architecture, the city's urban development, and the practices
of contemporary artists working in this Cuban capital. The Casa is one
of most important cultural institutions in Latin America. They host
many events-- musical performances, discussions of books, poetry
readings--and we will be taking advantage of their offerings while we
are in the city, as well as the opportunity to meet Cuban artists,
students, and scholars. Visits to two artists/architects in their studios
will let us see first-hand practicing artists/architects at work in
contemporary Cuba. Spanish helpful but not required.
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Course Offerings
Pyramids,
Gods,
and
Mummies:
The
Transnational Migration of Identity and Culture
Study Abroad Course – Puebla, Mexico (Summer
2014)
ANTH 3771, 3.00 Credits, June 2nd-26th (four weeks), Monday-Thursday (three hours
a day), Prof. O. Hugo Benavides
The ancient gods of Mesoamerica (e.g., Quetzálcoatl, Tlaloc, Tonantzin) are
still very much alive in the historical production and cultural legacies
Mesoamerica, and in the transnational exchange of migrant communities
between regions in the Americas. The course looks to explore the complex
relationship between identity, history and culture as it is expressed in the
millenarian migration of communities throughout the Mesoamerican
landscape. Through lectures, readings and site visits to archaeological and
historical sites around Puebla and Mexico City the course will assess how
these migrating notions of culture have served to enable contesting identities
across and through the border production between the United States and
Mexico.

Students in Puebla, Mexicoz

Latino Identity and Culture: Ni de Aqui, Ni de Alla
ANTH, 3.00 Credits, Spring 2014, Prof. Sofia Bautista Pertuz
The course will explore Latino identity and culture. Latinos are the fastest growing
ethnicity and largest minority group in the United States. Not surprisingly, defining
what unifies and divides Latinos as a whole is a matter of great complexity. In this
manner, the course will start with the exploration of the immigrant/migrant
experience and assess the central question, woven throughout the group's
experience, “can Latinos ever be from here”? Hence, the subtitle “Ni de Aquí, Ni de
Allá” – “Not from here, not from there.” To this degree, the course will also engage
the term “Latino”; How was it created?; What are its most important personal
meanings and political implications?; and what is the Latino potential of power and
influence? This also implies that the course also must engage the educational and
economic disparities, media stereotypes and perceptions that may cloud the group's
existence.

Professor Sofia Bautista Pertuz

For more course information contact lalsi@fordham.edu.
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Course Offerings
Latin America: Current Trends

Latino Journalism

LALS 3600, 4.00 credits, Spring 2014, Ambassador-inResidence Juan Carlos Vignaud

LALS 5035, 4.00 credits, Fall 2014, Visiting Adjunct
Luisita Torregrosa

The objective of this course is to help students
develop the basic tools for political analysis in the
context of an overview of the current political
environment and economic circumstances of Latin
America’s main players. The course will provide
information and guidelines for understanding the
present situation within each of the main influential
countries in the region and the interrelationship
among these countries. The relationship with the
United States and other extra-regional players with
increasingly important roles in the region, as well as
the influence of the O.AS. will also be explored.

A hands-on reporting and writing workshop with a
focus on Latin American and Latino subjects.
Students will uncover, investigate and produce
pieces on local and international issues of special
relevance to Latinos, including news articles, profiles
and features. The course will evaluate the local
media's reporting on Latino minorities and will
examine the work of American foreign
correspondents who work in Latin America, as a
way to study the region and the job of reporting
abroad. Students will also be expected to debate
issues examined in news articles and books.

Some of the Study Tour students with Professor Héctor Lindo-Fuentes
in front of the Pyramid of the Moon in Teotihuacan, Mexico.
From Left to Right: (Top) Adrian Nolasco, Dewis Shallcross, Thomas Haskin, Anna Lynott,
Professor Lindo-Fuentes, Jackie Monnat (Bottom) Jessica Alcantara, Molly Spater
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